BOROUGH  OF 
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of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

and  of  the 

PUBUC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
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TELEPHONE!  DEVIZES  24 


^orou^l]  ai  JeiJtzes 


To  the  \^orshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 


Borough  of  Devizes 


Mr,  Mayor,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  A^nnual  Report  on  the  state 
of  the  Public  Health  of  the  Borough  during  the  Year,  1959. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Council’s  Officers  for  their  ready 
advice.  I also  wish  to  thank  the  Council  and  Committee  Chairmen 
for  continuing  their  help  in  the  Public  Health  field,  for 
example,  the  Council  were  good  enough  to  provide  continuity  in 
meat  inspection  at  the  Bacon  factory  when  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  is  ill  or  on  annual  leave  by  calling  upon  the  services 
of  a veterinary  surgeon.  The  Housing  Inspection  Sub-Committee 
hj.ve  spent  many  eveirings  visiting  properties  considered  to  be 
"unfit’’  under  the  Housing  Acts  and  reference  to  their  decisions 
this  year  has  been  made  in  the  text  of  the  Report.  Reference 
has  also  been  made  this  year  to  the  Swimming  Pool  as  information 
about  this  was  requested  by  the  Minister  of  Health. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant 


KEIYrilTH  J.  ADAMS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health:- 

K„J,  ADAMS,  M.RoC.S.,  L.R„C,P.,  D„P,Ho (Univ.Lond. ) • 

Public  Health  Inspector 

K,  ITLDEY,  MoPoHoI,A„,  CoR.S.I.,  C .&,L.I. (San.  Eng.), 

Royal  Sanitary  Institute  Certificetes  for  Meat  and 
other  Foods  Inspection  and  for  Sanitary  Science  as 
applied  to  Buildings  and  Public  Works. 

Rodent  Operator 

F.W.  BARRETT,  (Part-time,  being  shared  with  Devizes  Rural  District 
Council) . 

Health  Office  Clerk: - 
MISS  B.Po  COX. 


&ENERAJL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  Acres  . . . . 

Population  (Registrar  G-eneral’s  Estimate) 

Number  of  dwellings  (including  shops  with  dwelling  accommodation) 
eable  Value  . 

Estimated  Product  of  1 d.  rate  . 


1,419.87 

8,310 

2,746 

£110,423 

£450 


VITid.  STATISTICS 

Birth  and  Death  Rates  Compared  with  other  Areas 


Birth  Rate  Death  Rate 


Devizes  Borough 
England  and  Wales 

Yfilt  shire 

Devizes  Rural  District 


1 6.64 

10.08 

16.5 

11  .6 

18.77 

10.64 

18.31 

8.46 

In  calculating  Birth  and  Death  Rates,  area  comparability  factoi's  are 
issued  by  the  Registrar  Oeneral  to  "correct"  irregularities  in  the  age  and 
sex  structure  of  the  population,  and  also  to  take  into  account  any  high 
mortality  due  to  the  presence  of  residential  institutions. 
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Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


r- , , 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total  j 

Male 

Female 

Male 

, 

Female 

1 

1 

Live  Births 

73 

50 

5 

2 

130 

Still  Births 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Deaths  under  1 year 

4 

- 

1 

- 

5 

Deaths  under  4 weeks 

2 

- 

1 

- 

3 

Deaths  under  1 week 

2 

- 

1 

- 

3 i 

Infantile  Mortality 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  the  number  of  deaths  in  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  per  1 ,000  registered  live  births . There  were  5 
deaths  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  130  births  in  the  area. 
This  is  too  small  a figure  to  calculate  an  accurste  infantile  mortality 
rate  for  comparative  purposes.  The  national  rate  is  22.0  deaths  in 
infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  thousand  live  births  and  the  Wiltshire 
rate  is  20.97. 


CO^/MUMIGIBLE  DISEASES 

The  followjng  infectious  diseases  wei e notified  during  the  year:- 


Measles  121 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  4 
Tuberculosis  (Other)  „ . 3 
Scarlet  Fever  . , . . 2 
Whooping  Cough  . . . . 2 


Diphtheria 


No  cases  of  this  disease  occurred.  The  following  number  of  children 
were  immunised  for  the  first  time:- 


Aged  less  than  one  year 
Aged  one  to  four  years 
Aged  five  to  nine  years 


1958  1959 

87  110 
19  23 

3 5 


The  following  number  of  children  received  boosting  injections 

1958  1959 

Aged  one  to  four  years  . . 29  37 

Aged  five  to  nine  years  . . 28  60 

Aged  ten  to  fourteen  years  . . - 1 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29159155 


There  should  be  no  slackening  in  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  campaign. 

In  1958  an  outbreak  occurred  among  a class  of  35  children  in  an  infants'  school 
in  Essex.  In  1959  cases  occurred  in  the  Finsbury/lslington  area  of  London  and 
also  in  Camberwell.  In  these  areas  the  presence  of  infection  was  found  by 
the  occurrence  of  clinical  cases  of  the  disease  in  children  who  had  not  been 
inmiunised.  When  wide-spread  throat  swabbing  was  carried  out  it  Y/as  found  there 
were  a large  number  of  carriers  infected  wdth  the  Diphtheria  bacillus,  v/ho  Y?ere 
not  sufi'ering  from  the  disease  because  they  had  been  immunised  against  it. 

Intensive  efforts  at  the  schools  in  these  areas  has  brought  the  immunised  state 
of  the  pupils  nearly  to  the  lOO^^c  level  and  the  outbreak  was  checked.  Nevertheless, 
early  in  196O  Diphtheria  made  its  first  re-appearance  for  fourteen  years  at 
High  Wycombe,  Bucks,  and  after  ten  years  absence  at  WalthamstoY/,  Essex.  Th-is 
trend  of  the  disease  is  ominous  and  the  parents  of  Devizes  should  look  to  the 
immunised  state  of  their  children. 


The  folloY/ing  number  of  children  vi/ere  vaccinated  against  yfhooping  Cough 
for  the  first  time:- 

1958 

Aged  less  than  one  year  . , 73 

Aged  one  to  four  years  ..  I8 

Smallpox 

The  follov/ing  vaccinations  against  Smallpox  were  given  during  the  year;- 


Age  G-roup 

Under  1 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

15  or  over 

Vaccinations 

97 

3 

- 

1 

3 

Re-vaccinations 

- 

- 

3 

5 

35 

1 959 

108 

21 


Tuberculosis 

Seven  notifications  of  this  disease  v/ere  received  during  the  year. 

The  County  Council  continues  to  offer  vaccination  to  thirteen  year  old 
children  against  the  disease.  Only  those  children  who  have  not  been  infected 
Yvith  tuberculosis  when  younger  are  vaccinated.  This  is  done  on  the  assumption 
thot  "non-reactors"  are  likely  to  come  into  contact  with  the  infection  during 
the  live  years  after  leaving  school.  In  September  the  Medical  Research  Council 
published  results  of  a five  year  trial  vrith  this  vaccine  and  included  preliminary 
in_formation  up  to  seven  and  a half  years.  The  reduction  in  tuberculosis 
attributable  to  vaccination  was  833c.  The  preliminary  information  up  to  seven 
and  a half  years  indicated  the  same  degree  of  protection  was  continuing. 
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Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified.  Persons  up  to 
twenty-five  years  of  age  were  offered  vaccination  by  the 
County  Council  Health  Services.  Three  doses  of  vaccine  are 
necessary.  Poliomyelitis  usually  flourishes  during  July, 

August  and  September,  particularly  during  hot  summeis.  The 
National  incidence  of  Poliomyelitis  in  1959  was  lop/er  than 
expected  ?/hich,  it  is  hoped,  is  attributable  to  the  vaccination 
campaign.  It  has  also  been  found  that  many  cases  forraerly  thought 
to  be  non-paralytic  poliomyelitis  are  not,  in  fact,  caused  by  the 
Poliomyelitis  virus. 

Brucellosis 

This  disease  v/as  made  notifiable  for  a period  of  three 
years  from  the  1st  October-,  195&*  I am  pleased  to  say  that 
no  notifications  were  received  this  year.  Several  routine 
milk  samples  shov/ed  positive  "ring"  tests  which  demonstrates 
that  cows  have  been  infected  with  Brucella  in  the  past  but 
this  test  does  not  necessarily  prove  that  the  cows  are  giving 
infected  milk.  In  each  case  individual  samples  Yuere  taken  from 
the  herds  but  no  Brucella  abortus  bacteria  were  found  in  the 
milk. 


CAUSES  OF  DEIiTH 


Road  Accidents 

Road  accidents  are  one  of  our  biggest  public  health  problems  - 
77  persons  ?/ere  killed  and  915  injured  on  the  roads  inYfiltshir  e 
in  1959.  Detailed  legislation  on  a v/hole  series  of  technical 
improvements  for  vehicles  and  driving -cannot  be  passed  too  soon. 
Every  new  house,  including  council  houses,  should  have  a drive-in 
parking  space.  No  parking  should  be  allowed  on  main  roads  and 
all  Ifirge  vehicles  should  carry  emergency  lights  uo  place  on  the 
roads  at  night  in  the  event  of  a breakdovm,  virhether  road  lights 
are  in  working  order  or  not.  Legislation  concerning  eye-sight 
and  alcohol  consumption  are  long  overdue  and  standard  tests  are  now 
available  for  both  conditions.  These  are  but  a few  of  the  obvious  t 
precautions  needed  to  prevent  the  present  sla,ughter  on  the  roads. 
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I am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Constable  for  the  folloT^ing  statistics 


Local  Road  Accident  Fi^ 


, 1939  - Fourth  Quarter 

in  brackets) 


October 

November 

\ 

December 

Towns : 

Devizes 

5 (10) 

9 (6) 

14  (8) 

Chippenham 

19  (l9) 

16  (17) 

19  (14) 

Trowbridge 

12  (8) 

13  (14) 

16  (13) 

Rural  Areas: 

Devizes 

15 

13 

12 

Melksham 

8 

6 

7 

Pewsey 

7 

5 

8 

Chippenham 

9 i 12 

20 

Coronary  Disease 

It  may  justifiably  be  said  that  in  a less  spectacular  manner,  the 
motor  car  is  killing  us  quietly  whilst  v;e  sit  inside  it.,  Coronary  disease 
is  a major  cause  of  premature  death  in  middle  age  and  accounted  for  thirty- 
four  deaths  in  this  area.  Clues  to  its  causation  narrow  to  three  main 
possibilities : - 

(a)  physical  inactivity, 

(b)  emotional  strain, 

(c)  high  quality  diet,  particularly  high  fat  intake. 

It  is,  for  example,  associated  with  other  things,  such  as  smoking, 
but  this  may  be  little  more  than  an  association  with  a way  of  life.  Its 
incidence  is  increasing  and  it  affects  men  more  often  than  women.  To 
all  men  over  the  age  of  forty  v7ho  V70uld  consider  themselves  of  professional 
or  of  business  executive  status,  I would  advise:  "Take  this  disease  seriously 
or  else  increase  your  life  assurance  cover.  Let  the  internal  combustion 
engine  do  less  for  you,  walk  to  work,  go  up  to  the  G-olf  Course  and  take 
regular  moderate  exercise.  Reduce  your  dietary  fat  intake,  particularly 
reducing  fats  of  animal  origin.  The  fat  from  beef,  pork,  butter,  milk, 
liver,  egg,  lard  and  ham  should  be  eaten  in  modera,tion.  Lard  can  be 
replaced  by  vegetable  oils  in  much  home  cookery,  G-rill  instead  of  fry." 
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Those  who  do  not  believe  me  would  do  vifell  to  look  at  the  following- 
table  as  it  is  surprising  to  compare  the  principle  causes  of  death  and 
the  relative  risks  in  their  correct  perspective ; - 

Total  Deaths  from  Certain  Causes  in  England  and  Wales  for  1937 


Cause 

No„ 

of  deaths  Preventive  Measures 

Coronary  Disease 

0 

76,324 

See  above. 

Bronchitis 

• 0 O C 

• 

26,935 

Clean  Air.  Cease 

smoking. 

Lung  Cancer 

• 

19,119 

Clean  Air.  Cease 

smoking. 

Stomach  Cancer  . 

Or;  • 

13,995 

- 

Suicide 

• r.  #0 

5,316 

Care  of  Aged.  Improve  mental 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

« 

4,898 

See  above. 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  « 

• 

4,219* 

Vaccination. 

Pregnancy,  Child 

Birth,  Abortion 

349* 

Antenatal  care. 

Homicide  & War 

• 0 0 0 

• 

347 

- 

Poliomyelitis 

» 0 • c 

o 

227* 

Vaccination. 

Measles 

O O • < 

• 

95 

Avoid  exposure  of 

very  young. 

Vi/hooping  Cough  . 

• o • « 

• 

88^:' 

Vaccination. 

Diphtheria 

Ob  0 0 

• 

6- 

Immunisation, 

'■■Already  greatly 

reduced  by 

Public 

Health 

measures. 

SUMMARY  OF 

DEATHS  IN  THE 

BOROUC-H  FOR  1959 

Infectious  Disease: 
Respiratory  Disease 


Cancer: 


Heart : 


Poliomyelitis 

Tuberculosis 
Pneumonia 
Other 

Stomach 
LUNC 
Breast 
Other  o „ . 

COROMRY  DISEASE 
Brain  Haenioirhage 
High  Blood  Pressure 
Other  , 

Diabetes 
Nephritis  . 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  .. 

Suicide 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENTS  . , 

Other  accidents 

Congenital  Malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . . 


Male 

FemaXe 

0 • 

1 

- 

• • 

1 

- 

• • 

3 

5 

• • 

- 

2 

• • 

1 

- 

0 • 

3 

1 

• 9 

- 

1 

6 

5 

• 0 

18 

16 

6 

8 

0 • 

2 

- 

0 • 

5 

5 

• • 

1 

1 

• * 

1 

1 

9 0 

1 

- 

- 

1 

0 e 

0 0 

2 

2 

2 

■ - 

• • 

4 

13 

Total 

57 

6i 
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HOUS:rK&  REDEVELOPMENT 
Analysis  of  Housing  Demand  as  at  31st  March.  19^0 

One-bedroomed  dvjellings 

Number  of  applicants  who  could  suitably  be 
accommodated  in  one-bedroomed  dTvellings 

Add  number  of  persons  now  living  in  three-bedroomed 
Council  houses  who  could  suitably  be  transferred  to 
a one-bearoomed  dwelling  

Total  demand  for  one-bedroomed  accommodation 

Approximate  number  of  one-bedroomed  dwellings 
present  and  futur’e  building  schemes  are  plaruied 
to  provide 


Caen  Hill 

100 

Avon  Terrace 

40 

Brioksteed 

2 

Subtract  Total 

1^ 

Apparent  deficiency  of  one-bedroomed  dwellings 


Number  of  applicants  who  could  suitably  be 
accommodated  in  two  or  three-bedroomed  dwellings  . 

Subtract  number  of  three-bedroomed  houses  now 
occupied  but  which  could  be  released  by  suitable 
transfers 


Total  demand  for  tv^o  or  three-bedroomed  dv/ellings 

Approximate  number  of  two  or  three-bedroomed  dwellings 
present  and  future  builaing  schemes  are  planned  to 
provide: - 


Caen  Hill 

50 

Brickley  Lane 

16 

Bricksteed 

1 

Subtract  Total 

67 

Apparent  deficiency  of  or  three-bedroomed  dwellings 
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Slum  Clearance 


During  the  year  representations  were  made  that  action  was  required 
under  the  Housing  lets  on  properties  at  St.  James  Place  and  Vine  Court. 

A Clearance  Area  was  made  comprising  properties  on  a corner  plot  fronting 
on  The  Nursery.  Several  houses  weie  closed  and  the  families  rehoused.  One 
of  these  ¥/as  Sidmouth  House  which  accommodated  three  families. 

Planning  and  Re-aevelopment 

Sheep  Street  Re-development  Irea  was  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  whole  scheme  made  available  fifty-six  tT/o-bedroomed  and  twelve  one- 
bedroomed  flats 5 and  four  lock-up  shops.  The  change  in  the  appearance  of 
this  street  is  remarkable  but  the  full  effect  of  the  "clearance"  programme 
vi/ill  not  be  seen  until  the  houses  at  the  north  end  of  Sheep  Street,  Reads 
Place  and  Vales  Lane  are  demolished. 

The  contract  for  the  new  three-bedroomed  houses  in  Cromwell  Road 
and  Shackleton  Road  i as  completed  in  May,  making  another  sixteen  houses 
available  in  1959»  The  same  month  work  started  at  Brickley  Lane  North 
frontage  on  twenty-eight  three-bedi  oomed  houses.  Land  has  also  been 
allocated  at  this  site  for  a Roman  Catholic  Church. 

By  the  beginning  of  1939  the  Council  owned  the  two  Clearance  Ireas 
made  on  Avon  Terrace  and  acquired  by  negotiation  a plot  of  land  which  joined 
the  two  Areas  at  the  rear.  Plans  for  forty  one-bedroomed  dv>/ellings  in  xwo 
storey  blocks  of  four  and  eight  were  approved.  It  is  anticipated  that  work 
v/ill  start  on  this  site  in  the  Summer,  196O, 

One  public  health  measure  v/hich  required  urgent  attention  made  progress 
during  the  year.  In  September  work  strrted  on  the  alteration  and  extension 
of  Roundway  Hospital  Sewerage  Disposal  V/orks.  This  Liorks  has  for  some  tine 
been  receiving  tw’ice  its  designed  disposal  capacity  from  rapidly  developing 
housing  estates  in  the  Longcroft  Road,  Waylands  and  Shackleton  Road  areas. 

PUBLIC  SDIMMINO  POOL 

The  SY/imming  Pool  was  constructed  in  1936  at  a cost  of  £3,500  on  a 
site  donated  by  Lord  Round’way.  It  is  a rectangular  open  air  pool,  measuring 
one-hundred  feet  by  thirty-five  and  holding  125,000  gallons  of  water.  The 
depth  varies  from  3*0"  to  L’g".  The  construction  is  of  reinforced  concrete- 
the  area  around  the  pool  is  paved  and  surrounded  by  a concrete  block  boundaiy 
Yifall,  There  is  an  engine  room,  changing  rooms,  lavatories  and  office 
accommodation  on  the  site.  Entry  from  the  changing  rooms  to  the  pool  is 
via  foot  baths. 

The  pool  is  emptied  and  refilled  each  season  from  the  torm’s  drinking 
Y7ater  mains.  This  Yjater  supply  is  obtained  from  Yields  and  adits  in  chalk, 
or  boreholes  in  greensand.  The  wfater  in  the  pool  is  treated  by  continuous 
sand  filtration,  such  that  the  total  volume  of  water  is  passed  through  the 
filters  once  every  eight  hours.  After  filtration  the  Y>rater  is  chlorinated 
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and  aerated  with  a cascade  before  re-entry  to  the  poolo  Scum  channels  - 
are  situated  around  the  walls  at  top  v;ater  level. 

The  bottom  is  swept  daily  with  weighted  brushes  and  chlorination  is 
varied,  deperioing  upon  the  number  of  bathers,  to  give  a constant  0.2  parts 
per  million  at  the  pool  outlet.  The  department  has  checked  this  figure 
occasionally  and  I wish  to  compliment  the  pool  attendant  that  the  coirect 
reauing  has  always  been  found. 

The  bacteriological  examination  of  the  water  is  as  follows 


■ 

27th  July 

1 

26th  August 

Plate  Count  Yeastrel  Agar 

24  hrs.  37°C,  aerobically 

do  per  m.1. 

nil  per  ml. 

Probable  no.  colif'orm  bacilli 
MacConkey  2 days  37°C . 

nil  per  100  ml. 

nil  per  100  ml. 

Probable  no.  Bact,  Coli  (type  l) 

nil  per  100  m.l. 

nil  per  100  ml. 

i 

Bacteriological  examination  thus  shov/s  no  evidence  of  polxution,  but  it 
would  be  fair  to  say  that  the  samples  wei e not  dechlorinated  after  being 
taken.  The  free  chlorine  in  the  sample  would  have  time  to  act  upon  bacteria 
in  the  wai  er  w'hilst  the  sample  v;as  travelling  the  twenty-five  miles  to 
Salisbury  Laboratory.  Nevertheless,  the  results  are  still  very  good, 
particularly  as  2bth  lugust  \ as  an  extremely  hot  day  when  it  was  difficult 
to  see  the  surface  of  the  pool  for  bathers. 

Certainly  these  results  show  up  the  heavily  polluted  state  of  the 
sea  water  on  some  of  our  beaches,  where  after  a recent  survey  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  Committee  concluded  "bathing  in  sewage  polluted 
sea  water  carries  only  a negligable  risk  to  health  even  on  beaches  that 
are  aesthetically  very  unsatisfactory."  Many  samples  of  sea  wvater  taken 
during  this  survey  showed  thousands  of  Coliforms  per  100  ml.  and  the  presence 
of  faecal  Coliforms,  i,e.  Bact.  Coli  (type  I),  in  large  numbers. 


In  the  sections  dealing  w^ith  Planning  and  Re-development,  Housing 
Demand  and  the  Public  Svwimming  Pool,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  aclcnow'ledge  the 
assistance  of  Mr.  R.E.  Paget,  Borough  Surveyor,  and  Miw  J„E.  Hopkins, 
Borough  Housing  Oiiicer. 


-10- 


j.l-'fj'fs-:-  1 '-'i  ’ 


, ; ; . J J'l  : X,'!.  r^' 


■ .U: j' ‘';.A^t  frrx^’'’'' • -'■■'  -fin-.* 


f .p  ,’;..x  i 


- '"'r  i'  y;'‘>.,  V"-"  , • ' : 


■lafVinpiiJi', '.ealft  . i'Jii-df ;■  .#a  A ' '- 

: .0,.  '{‘M  ''.j  , xU.'i  .Sii 

' ■'■  ^ ■X(,  odT  . ,p;3:a/!>x 

■', ' ^ .)-;;l.i-i:..<  ^3  .xv#  '^^'i.^ 

i. i , -4, '!y  ;> ^ iv i^^i.  A ' £E.  ■ A 
Sio  / -:■>  ■ . u;ois^ig' 

, ' '■.r"''';’|  A:,,  t. \X(;v©  m , ia5»e?.' # y': 

•'.!'.;v;;  '■y''y  x.l  \y 

••  _X”>vf i..i  :,/iyO.'.|r^:?%X'V"’.';'i<,'  T.'l'  • --  '■■'Q’0;?4. 

/ • ■.'lii.n  v;  :=o  -XBI  /•■  se-y. 

/ ’k vrxAi'X) 

:>>v,  ■ ak,’ .v(> 


*1^' 


; ; -■; r.  '|f 4SiH,£vt' .. ^e> ^ 

■'■'■  xi' , 


■0  f-y*:' 


TELEPHONE:  OEVIZES  24 


cd  JeiJizes 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


I'  r.  Layor^  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  eleventh  Annual  Report  on  the 
activities  of  the  Public  Health  work  in  the  Lepartment  throughout  1959* 

Housing  work,  the  improvement  of  food  premises  and  the  inspection 
of  meat  and  other  food  has  occupied  the  major  part  of  my  time  apart 
from  of X ice  work  which  increases  in  relation  to  field  work  and  the 
attention  to  legislation  which  is  perpetually  changing  by  extensions, 
amendiiients  and  repeals  - a mammoth  task  to  keep  pace  with  these  days. 
There  are  now  no  lets  than  thirty-nine  lets,  sixty-seven  Statutory 
Instruments  and  eighty-four  Government  Circulars  associated  directly 
with  the  T^ork  of  the  environmental  hygiene  section  of  the  Public  Health 
Department . 

The  Health  Department  received  and  dealt  with  two-hundred  and 
eighiy-five  complaints:  fifty- three  were  for  better  housing  accommodation, 
seventy-nine  v^ere  statutory  nuisances  and  the  remainder  of  a mixed 
character. 

I also  desire  to  r ecord  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Health  Committee  for  the  support  i^hich  they  have  at  all  times 
duiing  the  year  placed  at  my  disposal. 


I am,  Mr,  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant. 


ICENNETH  ' ILDLY 


Public  Health  Inspector 
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FOOD  HY&IEI^  RE&ULiTIONS,  1955 


Aided  by  the  Food  Hygiene  Reg^^lations  much  attention  has  been 
devoted,  vifith  satisfactory  results,  to  the  task  of  promoting  a clean 
and  safe  food  service  to  the  general  public. 


Improvements  have  been  varied,  but  mainly  consisted  of:  clean 
premises,  better  furxiiture,  equipment  and  v/ashing  facilities;  handling 
of  food  with  care,  particularly  at  the  rear  of  the  premises;  also  the 
provision  of  glass  screens  and  covers  on  shop  counters  to  protect  food 
against  contamination  by  breath  and  droplets  from  the  mouth.  The  majority 
of  traders  have  responded  acrjaira-bly.  Hovi/ever,  continuous  vigilance  by 
regular  visits  to  food  premises  will  alv^ays  be  necessary  and  is  the  only 
way  to  make  unprogressive  tradei s realize  their  legal  and  moral  responsibilities 
in  the  interest  of  public  health. 

Food  is  handled  by  different  traders  with  widely  varying  degrees  of 
care.  It  is  no  use  having  good  premises  if  food  is  handled  carelessly. 

A welcome  improvement  in  this  direction  could  be  achieved  if  more  traders 
would  use  tongs  and  scoops  when  serving  food  to  the  customers. 

Customers  who  notice  anything  objectionable  could  help  by  complaining 
to  the  management  or  reporting  the  incident  to  the  Heclth  Department. 


One-hundred  and  seventy  visits  were  mode  to  food  premises  w^hich 
included  shops,  school  kitchens,  wrorks*  canteens,  bakehouses,  butchers' 
premises,  restaurant  kitchens,  wet  and  fried  fish  shops  and  public  houses. 
In  addition  to  many  verbal  remainders,  seven  Statutory  Notices  were  served 
and  thirty-two  informal  letters  sent  requiring  occupiers  to  remedy  the 
follow/ing:  - 


Beer  Cellars 
Dirty 

Defective  Walls 
Def ecuive  Floors 
Defective  Ceilings  . 

Premises 

In  a dirty  condition 
Untidy 

State  of  disrepair  . 

Dirty  refrigerators 

Poor  equipment 

Improper  storage  of  refuse 


6 

6 

6 

4 


8 

7 

16 

3 

9 

12 
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ing  Facilities 


Unsuitable 
birty  towels 

Sinks  ivithout  supply  of  hot  water 

No  nail  brush  provided 

No  hand  ti/ ashing  notices  provided 


Defective 
Insufficient 
Dirty  conditions 
Defective  drains 


Miscellaneous 

Unprotected  Food 

No  proper  clothes  accommodation 

Cleaning  equipment  in  food  room 

Dirty  tea  cloths 

Smoking  . , 


9 

6 

1 

4 

8 


15 

3 

10 

3 


14 

4 

3 

1 

2 


It  has  been  necessary  from  time  to  time  to  reprimand  food  traders  in 
the  open  and  covered  markets  concerning  the  placing  of  food,  usually  fruit 
and  vegetables,  on  or  v\fithin  1 8”  of  the  ground  and  the  improper  storage 
of  refuse. 


First-aid  materials  not  provided  „ . 
Dirty  vans 

No  proper  hand  Trashing  facilities  . 
In  need  of  repair 
Unsatisfactory  equipment 
Untidyness 


2 

1 

3 

3 

3 

2 


Legislation  requires  traders  to  uphold  a high  standard  of  hygiene 
generally,  but  places  no  restrictions  upon  customers.  1 few  traders 
have  voiced  a desire  for  the  introduction  of  byelaws  forbidding  dogs 
in  food  shops  on  account  of  the  nuisance  caused  by  uncontrolled  pets 
fouling  the  premises. 


Ice-cream 


Forty  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream,  two  having 
Deen  added  during  the  year.  Two  dealers  are  registered  for  manufacturing 
ice-cream;  both  use  the  cold  mix  method. 
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Milk  SampliriiE; 


Two-hundred  and  five  samples  of  milk  were  submit'ced  for  testing 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Salisbury.  The  results  for 
the  year  were  as  follows 


■ 

Test 

Samples 

Submitted 

Results 

Methyj-ene  Blu^ 
/for  keeping 
quality  and 
cleanliness) 

r 

205 

Satisfactory  192 

Unsatisfactory  12 

Bottle  broken  in 
transit  1 

Bacteriological 
(for  presence  of 
tuberculosis) 

72 

Satisfactory  58 

Unsatisfactory 

Unknown  *14 

-‘  Cuinea  pigs  died  of 
int ercurient  infection 

Four  Principal  Licences  and  three  Supplementary  Licences  for 
Tuberculin  Tested  and  Pasteurised  Milk  were  renewed.  Two  new  licences 
?/ere  issued  for  the  s£.le  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  from  Vendo  machines. 


Milk  Bottles 

The  majority  of  empty  milk  bottles  returned  to  dairies  ai'e 
reasonably  clean  but  about  20/-  are  found  to  be  very  dirty  and  covered 
v/ith  a film  of  congealed  milk  on  the  inside  of  the  bottle.  Dried  greasy 
milk  is  difficult  to  remove,  especiially  at  the  angle  of  the  base.  The 
dairyman’s  task  of  cleaning  and  sterilizing  milk  bottles  in  order  to 
maintain  a pure  milk  supply  v^ould  be  m.ade  easier  if  the  consumer  would 
always  rinse  empty  milk  bottles  under  the  cold  tap  ready  for  col-iection. 


The  Central  Wilts,  Bacon  Factory  is  the  only  slaughterhouse 
operating  in  the  Borough. 

All  8,574  pigs  slaughtered  v/ere  inspected  post-mortem  according. 
to  the  method  recommended  in  the  ilinistry  of  Food  Memo,  3/Meat.  This 
has  been  made  possible  by  the  Devizes  Borough  Council’s  new  arrangement 
for  the  assistance  of  a veterinary  surgeon  instead  of  depending  upon  the 
neighbouring  local  authority,  as  in  the  past,  to  take  over  inspection  duties 
during  periods  of  annual  leave,  other  commitments,  or  sickness.  The  new 
arrangement  has  vrorked  very  satisfactorily. 
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The  number  of  pigs  inspected  from  year  to  year  found  to  be 
affected  with  tuberculosis  is  on  the  decrease „ There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  this  is  due  to  veterinary  supervisron  and  control  of  cattle  through 
the  G-overnment ' s attested  herd  scheme  which  has  been  in  operation  county 
by  county  since  1933,  except  for  the  Y-ar  period. 

Pig  carcases/organs  or  parts  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  were  as  follows 


Whole  Pigs 

Heads 

Internal  Organs 

Parts  of  Carcases 

Tuberculosis 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  ; 

1 

73 

6 

20 

3 

396 

17 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  afiected 

0.86/ 

5o85^c 

Carcases  condemned  due  to  diseases,  other  than  tuberculosis  were;- 


Pyaemia  . . . 7 
Septicaemia  . 1 
Swine  Erysipelas  1 
Oedema  . . . 1 
Uraemia  . . . 1 


Acute  Fever  . . .1 
Multiple  Tumours  . 3 
G-angrenous  Pneumonia  1 
Acute  Jaundice  .2 


Condemned  parts  of  fourteen  pigs;  135  lbs.  (bone  fractures  or 
deep-seated  abscesses). 

Food  Poisoning 

There  were  no  notified  cases  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year. 
Condemned  Food 


The  following  has 

been 

c ondemned 

Q-S 

unfit 

foi 

human 

consumption; 

lbs. 

ozs 

56  tins 

of 

meat 

.. 

381 

7 

42  tins 

of 

vegetables 

• 0 

« c 

0 0 

0 0 

• « 

0 

0 0 

C 0 

37 

3 

27  tins 

of 

milk 

• « 

<9 

0 

• 

• 0 

0 

• 9 

23 

14 

24  tins 

of 

fruit 

9 9 

• 

• 

• • 

0 » 

• 0 

• e 

51 

7 

7 tins 

of 

soup 

0 

• 

« c 

• 0 

9 * 

• • 

5 

9 

7 tins 

of 

fat 

9 0 

c 

• 

• • 

• 0 

• 0 

9 0 

0 0 

3 

8 

Pish 

. 

c 0 

9 6 

• 0 

• 0 

• • 

• <; 

• 0 

9 0 

98 

4 

Imported  Meat 

• e 

0 c 

• 

• 0 

• • 

• c 

9 0 

9 9 

175 

0 

Margarine  . . 

• • 

e 0 

• 

• c 

• 9 

• 0 

• (. 

0 9 

9 9 

112 

0 

152  boxes  of  dates 

3 tins  of  fruit  juice 
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HOUSING 


The  following  is  a copy  of  the  progress  returns  f'orwarded  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government:- 


A,  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 

Houses 

i 

Displaced 

Demolished 

Persons 

Families 

In  Cleerance  Areas 

1 . Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

3 

46 

25 

2.  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 

arrangement,  etc. 

- 

- 

- 

3.  Houses  on  land  acquired  under 

Section  43  (2)  Housing  Act,  1957  » 

1 

2 

2 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas 

4.  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal 

procedure  under  Section  17  (l  ) 

Housing  Act,  1957 

3 

2 

2 

5.  Local  Authority  o?med  Houses 

certified  unfit  by  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  . ..  ..  .. 

12 

6 

1 

6.  Houses  unf'it  for  human  habitation 

where  action  has  been  taken  under 

Local  Acts 

1 

- 

- 

7.  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness 

Orders 

Bo  UNTIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

Number 

6.  Under  Sections  16  (4),  17  (l). 

and  35  (l  ) Housing  Act,  1957 

17 

33 

14 

9.  Under  Sections  17  (3)  and  26, 

Housing  Act,  1957 

- 

- 

- 

10,  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under 

Section  18,  Housing  Act,  1957 

, . ,.  I ' .■  v ' '.,  . ' * j ■’  ' ' 
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Co  UN?IT  HOUSES  MAEE  iTT  HOUSES  IN  i-HICH  DEI'ECTS  UEEE:  limDlED 


11.  After  informal  action  by 
local  authority 

12.  AAtei  formal  notice  under 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts 

(b)  Section  9 s-nd  l6  Housing 

let,  1937  .. 

13»  Under  Section  24,  Housing  let 
1 937 


By  Ov/ner 


14 

9 


By  Local  Authority 


Do  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  lEMPGEAPY  USE  (Housing  Act,  1937) 


Number  of  houses 

Number  of  separate 

14.  Retained  for  temporary 

(1) 

dTvellings  contained 
in  column  (l  ) 

(2) 

accommodation: 

(a)  under  Section  43 

(b)  undei  Section  17 

(2) 

- 

- 

(c)  under  Section  1+6 

" 

- 

13.  Licensed  for  temporary 

occupation  under  Sections 

34  or  33 

Eo  PURCHIEE  OP  HOUSES  BY  A&.aEEHENT 


l6o  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas 
other  than  those  included 
in  confirmed  Clearance 
Orders  or  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders, 
purchased  during  the  year 


Number  of  houses 


(1) 


11 


Number  of  occupants 
of  houses  in  column 
(1) 

(2) 
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Improvement  G-rants 


The  Council  has  considered  and  approved  every  application  eligible 
for  grant  aia  to  modernise  houses.  Only  eight  of  the  t-enuy- three 
applications  qualified  for  an  improvement  grant:  eleven  properties  were 
structurally'-  unsound  and  bauly  sited;  in  tiTO  instances  the  im'provements 
were  almost  completed  before  applicati  n and  another  owner  vfished  to 
re-ariange  the  existing  amexiities.  The  remaining  applications  were  for 
assistance  to  do  structural  repairs  only  - i.e.  re- slating  the  roof, 
re-building  boundary  vi:alls,  re-decoration,  eve.  Ministry  pamphlets  have 
been  liberally  distributed,  but  do  not  alv/ays  appear  to  be  read  and  fully 
understood.  All  applications  ai‘e  carefully  considered  and  every  property 
is  inspected  upon  application. 


Sub-standard  Properties 


Tw'enty-six  individual  unfit  houses  -vfere  reported  upon,  twenty  of 
which  haa  Orders  made  against  them  after  detailed  inspection  and  the 
costing  of  repairs  to  determine  Y^hether  or  not  the  properties  could  be 
made  fit  for  habitation  at  a reasonable  expense. 


ho  applications  v/ere  received  for  disrepair  certificates. 


PUBLIC  IlEALTH 

A^siriculture  (Safety,  Health  & Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

There  are  fifteen  agricultural  holdings  in  the  Borough.  The 
holdings  comprised:-  nine  dairy  farms,  four  pig  and  poultry  farms  and 
two  cattle  dealers  - grazing  land  only.  All  holdings  have  been  visited 
and  it  was  considered  that  the  sanitary  accommodation  and  washing 
facilities  v^ere  adequate  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  farm  workers  - eight 
in  all. 


Agricultural  Holcl.ngs 

Employees 

> y 

family  Concerns  ! 
ho  employees  j 

9 

... 

I 

5 ! 

4 

1 

I 

1 

1 

2 

i 

1 

5 

1 

1 
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Closet  accommodation 


Closet  accommodation  was  available  for  use  of  workers  virheie 
employed,  flush  type  were  provided  at  nine  holdings  and  Elsan  at 
five  holdings . 

Washing  Facilities 


All  holdings  have  a town's  main  T/ater  supply  at  positions  convenient 
for  hand  washing.  Nine  holdings  are  provided  with  standpipes  in  the 
farmyard.  There  is  a supply  of  hot  water  at  tY70  farms.  Two  holdings 
have  taps  over  sinks  in  outside  wash-houses.  Four  holdings  are  provided 
with  a hot  and  cold  water  supply  over  a sink  at  the  cottage.  Buckets 
were  provided  for  use  by  v^orkers  in  every  case. 


Disease  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods 


Only  t¥vo  pig  breeders  collect  and  boil  waste  food  on  the  premises. 
Boiling  times  are  irregular  and  although  several  visits  were  made  these 
did  not  coincide  with  sterilizing  operations  in  or.er  to  check  the 
temperatures . 


PETROLEUM 

ACTS,  1926  - 

1936 

Numb  er 
Licensed 

Total 

Gallons 

Revenue 
£ s d. 

Resale  Premises 

7 

34,700 

9 

15  - 

Private  Storage 

26 

20,850 

16 

10  - 

Bulk  Storage  Depots 

1 

30,000 

4 

- - 

34 

85,550 

30 

5 - 

1957  the  Secretary  of  State 

issued  a model  code  of  principles 

of  construction  and  licensing  conditiLons  for  the  storage  of  cans,  drums 
and  other  receptacles,  and  for  petrol  filling  stations,  etc.  For  the 
past  eleven  years  the  Devizes  Borough  Council  has  required  similar 
conditions  of  construction  for  nev^  petrol  storage  installations  except 
for  electrical  equipment.  The  higher  standard  for  elecrricai  equipment 
has  now  been  adopted. 


Existing  sub-standard  installations  at  old  cramped  premises  are 
difficult  to  match  up  with  the  new  code  and  present  many  problems, 
particularly  where  petroleum  storage  tarjks  and  pumps  are  situated  in 
buildings  with  no  forecourt  or  other  available  free  space  for  the  siting 
of  tanks  and  pumps  in  the  open  air,  preferably  twenty  feet  from  the 
highway  and  other  buildings.  However,  where  it  is  possible  to  resite 
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tanks  and  pumps  v.’ithout  closing  or  disrupting  the  business 5 owners 
are  being  persuaded  to  do  so. 


Home  Office  Circular  No,  84/1 957 
Fire  Service  Circular  No,  19/1957 

The  Secretary  of  State  suggests  that  licensing  auLhorities 
should  require  tests  to  be  applied  to  underground  tanks  installed 
more  than  tY^enty  years  ago  and  at  intervals  thereafter. 

Five  tanks  have  been  tested,  three  of  which  v;ere  found  to  leak 
and  were  not  safe  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit.  These  tanks 
were  levelled  up  with  water,  sealed  and  the  licences  have  lapsed, 

FACTORIES  ICTS,  1957  to  1959 


Numb  er 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  vdiich 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4,  and 

6 ai e to  be  enforced 
by  Local  futiiorities 

32 

8 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i''  in 

Tjhich  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . 

67 

10 

10 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
Yifhich  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ( excluoing 
out -worker s’  premises) 

4 

5 

2 

Total 

^ 103 

23 

15 

- 

20- 
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No.  of 

cases  in  which  defects 

Yirere  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refei 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

’red 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

cases  in 
which 
Prosecu- 
tions wei  e 
Instituted 
(6) 

Want  of 
cleanliness 
(S.l)  . 

B 

8 

Overcrowaing 
(S.2)  . .. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 
temperature 
(S.3)  « 

Inaaequate 

ventilation 

(s.u)  . 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floor  (S.6)  . 

1 

1 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 

(S.7) 

a.  Insufficient 

b.  Unsuitable 

or 

defective 

6 

6 

c.  Not 

separate 
for  sexes 

I 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences 
relating  to 

Out -work) 

j 

Total 

1 5 

15 

t " 

- 
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INSECT  PESTS 


Several  complaints  were  received  of  heavy  infestations  of  flies  in 
houses  at  dilferent  parts  of  the  town.  On  investigation  it  was  found 
that  these  ii.f estations  had  characteristics  different  from  those  of  the 
normal  infestation  of  the  Common  House  Ely  and  strongly  resembleu  the^ 
Cluster  Ely  which  does  not  appear  to  breed  on  manure  or  other  forms  of 
garbage.  The  flies  were  alv\fays  located  in  cavity  T^alls5  particularly 
bay  windovvs  and  in  the  roof  space  on  the  siinx.y  side  of  the  houses. 
Eradication  proved  rather  stubborn  requiring  bvo’  or  more  treatments 
at  three  monthly  intervals. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Rodent  Operator's  services  on  alternate  weeks  between  the 
Devizes  Borough  Council  and  Devizes  Rural  District  Council  continues 
to  operate  smoothly. 

The  Borough  Treasurer's  Department  deals  v^ith  accounts.  Supervision 
and  records  are  managed  by  this  Department. 

The  Health  Department  received  eighty-one  complaints  of  vermin 
infestation.  This  is  an  increase  over  the  previous  year,  probably  due 
to  the  long  v^rarm  dry  sum;  er.  All  comiplaints  received  immediate  attention 
by  your  Rodent  Operator  in  conjunction  vith  his  systematic  inspections 
and  treatments  of  all  types  of  premises,  including  the  Borough  sewers, 
v^ater  works,  the  refuse  tip  and  serfage  v^orks. 

Investigation  into  the  source  of  persistent  infestation  at  two 
premiises,  despite  regular  treatments,  proved  to  be  from  defective  drains. 
Complaints  stopped  after  the  repair  of  the  drains. 


Local 

Private 

— 

Farms 

— 

Business 

Total 

Auth. 

Properties 

Premises 

No,  of  inspections 

20 

2953 

15 

35 

3021 

No.  of  properties 
infested  by  rats 

20 

156 

8 

184 

No.  of  properties 
infested  by  mice 

» 

10 

5 

i 

15 

No.  of  treatments 
canned  out 

20 

1 to6 

— 

13 

• 199 

Block  treatments 
carried  out 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26 

, _i 
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Borough  Refuse  T ip 

The  Borough  Refuse  Tip  is  irequently  inspected  for  the  presence 
of  flies  and  vermin.  There  has  been  no  fly  nuisance  and  only  a minor 
infestation  of  rats.  It  is  a model  tip 5 very  skillfully  controlled  and 
its  management  is  a great  credit  to  the  tip  attendant. 


SUMNIARY  OF  LUTIE5 


Food  Hygiene  Inspections 
Food  Inspections  . , . 

Visits  re  Milk  Sampling 
Dairies  Inspected 
Visits  re  Rater  Sampling 
Shops  i\ct 

Housing  Inspections 
Visits  re  Improvement  &rant 
Drains  Smoke  Tested 
Drains  Colour  Tested 
Drains  f/ater  Tested 
Choked  Drains 
Nuisances 
Nuisances  Abated  . 

Fly  nuisances 
Rodent  Control 
Visits  re  Vermin  & treatments 
Disinfestations 
Infectious  Diseases 
Disinfection  after  T.B. 

Dirty  Houses 
Farms 

Slaughter  of  Animals 
Animals  (Waste  Food) 

Visits  re  Petroleum 
Disused  Petrol  Tanlcs 
•Inflammable  Substances 
Factories  Visits  . 

Interviews 
Works  in  Progress 
Miscellaneous  Visits 


Act 

Order 


filled  with  water 


170 

193 

44 

5 
2 
4 

87 

36 

4 

17 

21 

6 

87 

39 

5 

23 

6 

3 
2 
1 
2 

15 

2 

4 

63 

3 

8 

23 

128 

148 

208 
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